SECT. XV.

DOMESTIC SLAVERY AMONG THE HINDOO?

Calcutta, Dec. 1798.

THE Hindoo jurifprudence, though celebrated for
humanity, pays but fmall regard to the natural rights
of man: it eftablifces a fyftcm of flavery more com-
plex: than any yet recorded in hiftory. The pi*e-
rogatives of the magiftrate, fortified as they are
on evety fide, leave no room for*national or poli-
tical freedom. Pure defpotifm, under the veil of
Theocracy, has ever been the only government in
Hindoftan.

DOMESTIC flavery has always been admitted hei*e,
as it was formerly in Europe; bnt a numerous clafs,
like the Sodera, doomed to fertility, though not
a&ually bought and fold, is a fingularity in the jurif*
pnidaice of India- This clafs may be compelled to
ferve a Brahmin of the fuperior ranks, even though
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